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Does the Atlantic Matter?
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The Atlantic gets no respect. 
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The Pacific

The Atlantic

https://www.cartoonstock.com/cartoon?searchID=CS389653
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No respect. 
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Western Hemisphere Eastern Hemisphere
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Legacies of the First Atlantic World
Colonialism, Slavery, Differing Linguistic Spheres 
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‘Northern 
Atlantic’

‘Southern 
Atlantic’

Divisive Political Perspectives Unhinged from Geography

‘Northern 
Atlantic’

‘Southern 
Atlantic’
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Southern Hemisphere

Northern Hemisphere
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If there is an Asian Hemisphere…
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…then there is an Atlantic Hemisphere
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Globalization Is How Continents Connect 

“The real voyage of discovery consists 
not in seeking new landscapes,
but in having new eyes.”

Marcel Proust
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New Eyes for the Pan-Atlantic
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Flows ...

• The world’s busiest ocean. 

• The pan-Atlantic digital seaway is the busiest 

in the world. 

• Goods flows rival those of the Pacific.

• Flows of services, investment and digital 

commerce exceed those of the Pacific.
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Resources …

• A central energy reservoir for the world; redrawing global maps 

for oil, gas, renewables & clean tech innovation.

• Home to the world's richest fishing resources.

• Home to 3 of the world’s 4 major carbon reservoirs.

• Locus of the world’s thermohaline circulation pattern

of currents that reduces extremes 

in the planet’s climate.
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Strategic …

• De-risking, off-shoring, outsourcing 

& near-shoring strategies are boosting the Atlantic. 

• The inland sea to the vast majority of the world's 

democratic countries. 

• Leads the world in ''blue growth‘’ strategies.
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There is a lot going on
in the Atlantic!
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Atlantic data seaways, already the busiest in the world, are building out fast –

Not just North-North, but increasingly North-South and soon South-South

Source: 
Telegeography

Today1999



18 The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy



19

Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence

The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy

Lit Submarine Cable Supply by Route (Llt Capacity, Tbps)
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Capacity Usage Growth 2019-2022

x4.5 
Europe – Sub Saharan Africa

x3.7
North America – Europe

x3.2 
U.S. – Latin America
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence

The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy

Used Inter-Regional Bandwidth, 2023

Source: Telegeography

2023 Total Used
100 Tbps
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Used international Bandwidth by source, 2012-2023

Source: Telegeography
Logos included as examples and do not represent specific datapoints
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Content Provider Investments Share as % of CAPEX on New Submarine Cables

Source: Telegeography
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Inter-Regional Capacity and the Cloud – Used Inter Regional Bandwidth (Tbps)

Source: Telegeography
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Atlantic Data Center landscape
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Digital connectivity: the leading driver of Atlantic convergence
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Zoom on the Iberian Peninsula

Searching for a high 
quality. Otherwise we 
may need to skip it

Source: Telegeography
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BUT the Atlantic is also facing

serious concerns
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The Atlantic Convergence is threatened
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Dangerous pan-Atlantic networks
of guns, drugs, crime, terror

Changing ocean currents threatening 
the Gulf Stream & the planet’s climate

Disruption of critical economic, environmental, 
technological, human flows

Illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated (IUU) fishing
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The Atlantic Convergence is threatened
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Dangerous pan-Atlantic networks
of guns, drugs, crime, terror

Changing ocean currents threatening 
the Gulf Stream & the planet’s climate

Disruption of critical economic, environmental, 
technological, human flows

Illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated (IUU) fishing

And there are 
no Pan-Atlantic 

response networks
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Atlantic  Convergence

Thick North Atlantic connections;   thin South Atlantic connections 

A region of extreme wealth & poverty

Energy riches yet   millions lack access

Dense digital connections   yet millions lack access

The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy

Is Highly  Uneven
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THICK NORTHEN CONNECTIONS; THIN SOUTHERN CONNECTIONS
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Lit Submarine Cable Supply by Route, 2018-2021

Source: Telegeography

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An ocean of opportunities
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Information Flows Are Outpacing All Others
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Source: Altman, Steven A. and Caroline R. Bastian. DHL Global Connectedness Report 2024. Bonn: DHL Group. DOI:10.58153/7jt4h-p0738
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Digitally Delivered Services Are The Fastest Growing Segment 
of International Trade
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Build New Pan-Atlantic Networks – Digital Port Cities
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Examples
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Build New Pan-Atlantic Networks – Fill in the Gaps
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Examples

Data Center Footprint – Go South!Digital Atlantic Working Group
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Build Synergies With The Energy Transition
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Global Production, Past & Future to 2025 – re-mapped by major regions

The Atlantic Is Recasting the Global Energy Future

Gas BiofuelsOil
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Partnership for Atlantic Cooperation (PAC)

• 40+ Atlantic governments

• Collaboration among Atlantic countries, 

initially on maritime domain awareness, 

countering illegal fishing, environmental

degradation, and the ocean sciences.

• Starting cautiously. Need for private-public 

cooperation on common issues. 

• Help governments understand the Digital 

Atlantic’s opportunities & challenges.

The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy
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Key take away
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Atlantic Convergence Depends on Digital Transformation

Better digital connectivity…

• holds promise for the two billion people in the Atlantic Hemisphere 

without regular access to the internet or to reliable energy

• can power trade, especially digitally deliverable services

– the fastest growing segment of international trade  

• can improve marine spatial planning & maritime information systems 

– two priority areas for Atlantic governments

• will both drive & benefit from the Atlantic Energy Renaissance 

• can address illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing activities

• can help mitigate human security threats 

– terrorism, piracy, trafficking in guns, drugs, and human beings

The Digital Drivers of the Pan-Atlantic Economy
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The Pan-Atlantic is 
Globalization’s Next Frontier

The South Atlantic 
Is Its Horizon
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Thank you!

Daniel S. Hamilton

President, Transatlantic Leadership Network

Senior Fellow, Johns Hopkins University SAIS Foreign Policy Institute
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